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I am thrilled to feature
Mrs. Nikki Glenn because
she is not only a gifted violinist
and singer; she is a woman
with a heart of gold. She is
giving, upbeat and emanates a
genuine zest for life that is
contagious. Nikki travels the
high seas on magnificent
yachts, and performs entrancing
j azz m u si c t o d i scer n i n g
audiences. Luxury is one
thing Mrs. Glenn has a firm

understanding of, so it is no
surprise that her well-heeled
audiences enjoy her music to
the extent that they do. The
skilled musician translates her
musical melodies in the most
relatable and enjoyable way.
Continue on and enjoy my Q
& A with Nikki Glenn as she
shares her background and her
musical journey with us…

~Alexis Day

Nikki, your experience as a violinist and a vocalist is extensive starting in your teenage years.
Where did the notion of playing the violin stem from and when did you discover your talent
for singing?

I'm pretty certain that I chose violin because of Sesame Street! I remember seeing the great
concert violinist Itzhak Perlman on that show and thinking, maybe one day I could learn to
do that. When we had the opportunity to choose our instruments in school, there was no doubt
that I'd choose the violin. Even
though I didn't have a lot of formal support in
my early years of learning the
violin, it was something that I felt compelled
to keep doing.
Now, singing is a totally
different story. I sang in choir all
through
elementary
and high school, I liked to sing, but it
never occurred to
me that I could be a professional at it.
It wasn't until I
met my future husband in my 20s,
and he trained
me how to sing and entertain,
that I even
thought it was possible.

Now at 20 years in the business as a successful, professional musician,
vocalist and private luxury event entertainer, what keeps you
passionate about your career as a jazz violinist?

I'm very hesitant to call myself a “jazz violinist” because I'm really just a
violinist who plays jazz songs in various settings. I think of myself as more of a
contemporary violinist because I've been able to create a career that's a
fusion of work in many different musical genres, which is really the source
of my passion for my musical work. I love that I can play with an orchestra
or string quartet, then go play with a rock band, front a dance band, and
then do my solo thing. This is only possible because of the present
environment.
Right now, there are endless opportunities for every artist to
create the exact career path that they desire. It used to be that
there were only so many ways that a musician could be
successful – get a record deal, win a solo competition, teach,
play in an orchestra. Now, social media and technology give
musicians the means to build their own fanbase, and cultivate
their own business relationships. It opens up an entire univers
of ways for you to cut your own road, this is what keeps me
excited, passionate, and fully engaged with my career. It
constantly inspires me that I have been able to carve out a
place with my own definition of success, and that fuels me to
continue to do more.
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Traditional orchestra and concert settings are often what those with a musical talent
like yours tend to perform in. What was the impetus behind your choice of performing in unconventional spaces, such as private superyachts, to showcase your talents?

I discovered early on that a career in classical music, particularly in an orchestra,
might not be a good fit. I like to laugh a lot, and I also have a very expressive face;
there is a certain decorum that one is expected to have in order to play in an orchestra
– I didn't really feel it was a sustainable choice for me. I love the music, and I loved
the community of playing in a large ensemble, but I really wanted to be able to
express myself more, and feel more of a direct connection to my audiences.
I liked the idea of performing for private events where the music was just a part of
the atmosphere, and I could use my music to connect with people in an unobtrusive
way. Superyacht and other luxury events just seemed like a natural fit for the type of
entertainment I create, and I thought, why not?

You seem to be innately drawn to luxury in various capacities. Do you feel music plays a
role in the luxurious realm of art and lifestyle, and if so, in what way?

Music is very powerful in that it is fluid in its perception. It can be earthy and majestic,
sublime and irreverent. This is what gives it the power to be part of the
soundtrack of our lives. Music can enhance our experiences because of its
associative powers as well – a song can recall a memory or an emotion just
like the smell of your favorite childhood dish can take you back there. I
think music has a dual role in terms of luxury and lifestyle: it is an art
that can elevate an experience, and can underscore a lifestyle.

When performing for gatherings of societies in opulent places, what
are the contributing factors in choosing the appropriate music to
entertain your audience?

The type of event can give some guidance on what music to utilize,
but I find that monitoring the energy of the guests at the event
helps to choose the right material. An elegant dinner party might
be conducive to light jazz instrumental ballads, but a cocktail party
with flowing conversation can allow for more uptempo selections
and some light vocals. My main objective in providing entertainment
for these events is to create and cultivate the appropriate atmosphere,
so when it comes to selecting music, I “play it by ear” rather than
designing a strict set list in advance. My clients trust me to know what
repertoire will work, and they appreciate the warm and welcoming
environment that I create.

As a celebrated jazz violinist, you have had the opportunity to perform alongside many popular
artists in the music industry such as, Amy Grant, Bernadette Peters, and the Black-Eyed Peas.
What has been the most unique performance experience you have had to date?

Without a doubt, performing with a virtual Elvis. At the time it was a technological
marvel. This production featured a full orchestra, a full band, a separate horn section,
and backup singers. It recreated the entire experience of an Elvis performance – I
mean, complete with him interacting with the audience via the video screens in the
arena – it was all synced up so that it seemed like we were accompanying him.
I saw people in the audience screaming and crying, it was truly a spectacle!

Are there any specific events, or locales where you
enjoy performing most? If so, where and why?

I always look forward to boat show season
because I do love the superyacht events a lot!
As I live in St. Louis, Missouri, our weather is
pretty much unpredictable, so I'm always glad to
take the trip to sunny Florida. My absolute favorite
place to perform is in San Diego – there is something about
the ocean, the air...I will tell you that I pout like a child when it's
time to go back home after a performance there!

What emotions do you hope to bring out in
your audience as they listen to you perform?
What are your views on the sentimental power of music and how it captures and
connects individuals?

If you've ever attended a concert and looked around at all the people singing along
and cheering and screaming, the power of music to connect is undeniable. I think it's
incredible that a collection of sounds can bring us to tears, or make our hearts soar.
I like to think of music a force for good and that it can be transformative to the audience.
It's beautiful that something without words can speak directly to us on such a deep
and powerful level.

I want my audiences to feel relaxed,
energized, happy, and content. We live
in a time where we are all running at a
frenetic pace; most of us probably don't
take as much down time as we should.
The events I play for are usually
intended to be a respite from the hustle
and bustle, so I really focus on creating
an environment where my audience can
really feel at home and hopefully be restored
by good music and good conversation.

Where are you performing next, and how can people reach you if they wish
to book you for an event?

In addition to my work for private clients here in the St. Louis area, October
31st – November 4th I will be performing for superyacht client events
during the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show.
For yacht-focused event inquiries, please visit www.yachtviolinist.com or
email me at nikki@yachtviolinist.com; all other private/corporate event
inquiries can be made via my website at www.nikkiglenn.com
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